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outbreak in Gaza 


By Courtney Mares 


After the bodies of six 
hostages killed by Hamas were 
recovered by Israeli forces this 
weekend, Pope Francis made 
an impassioned plea for peace 
in the Holy Land, urging the 
release of the remaining 
hostages and humanitarian 
aid for the polio outbreak in 
Gaza. 

Speaking to pilgrims gathered 
in St. Peter's Square for the 
Sunday Angelus prayer, the 
pope expressed deep concern 
at the risk of the war between 
Israel and Hamas “spreading 
to other Palestinian cities.” 

“T appeal for the negotiations 
to continue, for an immediate 
cease-fire, the release of 
hostages, and relief to the 
people of Gaza, where many 
diseases are also spreading, 
such as polio,” Pope Francis 
said on Sept. 1. 

“May there be peace in the 
Holy Land!” he urged. “May 
there be peace in Jerusalem. 
May the Holy City be a place 
of encounter where 
Christians, Jews, and Muslims 
feel they are respected and 
welcomed, and no one 
questions the status quo in 
the respective Holy Places.” 
The pope's comments come 


just hours after Israel 
announced on Sunday that it 
had recovered the bodies of 
six hostages killed by Hamas 
from a subterranean tunnel in 
the Gazan city of Rafah shortly 
before the arrival of Israeli 
Defense Forces and as a 
humanitarian polio 
vaccination campaign began 
in Gaza. 

Among the hostages killed 
was 23-year-old Israeli 
American Hersh Goldberg- 
Polin, whose mother met 
Pope Francis last fallto appeal 
for the hostages’ release and 
spoke at the Democratic 
National Convention in 
August. According to the 
Associated Press, Israel 
believes that 101 hostages 
remain captive by Hamas in 
Gaza, including 35 who are 
believed to be dead. 

Israel and Hamas have agreed 
to a “humanitarian pause” for 
three consecutive days to 
allow aid workers to begin the 
campaign, which aims to 
vaccinate more than 640,000 
Palestinian children under the 
age of 10 against polio. 

The humanitarian situation in 
Gaza has deteriorated rapidly 
as the conflict drags on. Aid 
agencies' officials in the 


territory have warned of a 
potential public health 
disaster if immediate 
action is not taken. 
Pilgrims gather in St. 
Peter's Square for the 
Sunday Angelus prayer on 
Sept. 1, 2024, where Pope 
_ Francis appealed for 
peace in the Holy Land 
and called for aid to the 
people in Gaza and for the 
~ hostages to be released. 
The pope also expressed 
. his closeness to the 
people of Burkina Faso 
after hundreds were killed 
~ there in a terrorist attack 

on Aug, 24. 

During his Angelus 
address, the pope also prayed 
for the hundreds of people 
who were killed in a terrorist 
attack in Burkina Faso on Aug. 
24. An Al Qaeda-linked 
terrorist group in West Africa 
known as Jama'at Nusrat al- 
Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM) 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

“In condemning these 
heinous attacks against 
human life, I express my 
closeness to the nation as a 
whole and my heartfelt 
condolences to the families of 
the victims. May the Virgin 
Mary help the beloved people 
of Burkina Faso to regain 
peace and security,” Pope 
Francis said. 

The pope also expressed his 
concern that over a million 
people have been left without 
electricity and water after 
attacks on energy 
infrastructure in the war 
between Russia and Ukraine. 
“Tam always close to the 
tormented Ukrainian people, 
hard hit by attacks on the 
energy infrastructure. Besides 
causing deaths and injuries, 
they have left over a million 
people without electricity and 
water,” he said. 


POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2024 


For the cry of the Earth 


We pray that each one of us will hear and take to heart the cry of the Earth and 
of victims of natural disasters and climactic change, and that all will undertake 


to personally care for the world in which we live. 


Pope 


Since 1839 
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appoints two 


bishops chosen by 
Syro-Malabar 
Church for India 


By Kristina Millare 


The Synod of Bishops of the Syro- 
Malabar Church, an Eastern 
Catholic rite in full communion 
with Rome, appointed two new 
bishops for Changanacherry and 
Shamshabad in India on Friday. 
The appointments come after years 
of internal tensions among Syro- 
Malabar Church leaders regarding 
a synodal, unified liturgy of the 
ancient Oriental Church. 

In May, 'Pope Francis warned the 
Churchs leaders that division 
comes from the work of “the devil, 
the divider” and that unity of the 
Eastern Church with Rome is 
essential. “Apart from Peter, apart 
from the major archbishop, there is 
no Church,” stated the Holy Father 
in the May meeting with leaders 
and members of the Syro-Malabar 
Church at the Vatican. On the July 3 
feast day of St. Thomas the Apostle, 
the patron of the Syro-Malabar 
Church, a compromise was 
reached to resolve the liturgical 
feud sharply dividing leaders and 
the faithful of the Eastern-rite 
Church. 

“The Holy Qurbana sMasst should 
not be the reason for division in the 
Church,” Syro-Malabar Church 
spokesman Father Antony 
Vadakkekara told CNA in July. 
“That is why the synod made the 
compromise proposal to say at 
least one synodal Mass in each of 
the parishes sin Indiat.” 


Approximately 5 million people 
belong to the Syro-Malabar Church 
worldwide across eparchies 
(dioceses) in India, the U.S., the 
U.K., Canada, Australia, and New 
Zealand. 

Auxiliary Bishop Major Thomas 
Tharayil will soon become the 
major archbishop of 
Changanacherry following the 
resignation of major archbishop 
Joseph Perumthottam. He has 
served as auxiliary bishop in the 
archeparchy since 2017. 

Tharayil was ordained to the 
priesthood on Jan. 1, 2000, and 
served as a deputy parish priest for 
various parishes in 
Changanacherry after completing 
his psychology doctorate at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University of 
Rome. 

Major Antony Prince Panengaden, 
bishop-elect of Saamshabad 
chosen by the Syro-Malabar Synod 
of Bishops, was ordained a priest in 
2007 after completing studies in 
philosophy at Dharmaram Vidya 
Kshetram Institute in Bangalore 
and in theology at the Ruhalaya 
Major Seminary in Ujjain. During 
his 17-year pastoral ministry, 
Panengaden served as a priest in 
parishes in Goa and Adilabad and 
also obtained a doctorate in 
biblical theology from the 
Pontifical Urbaniana University in 
Rome. In 2015, he was elected and 
installed as bishop of the Adilabad 
eparchy.. 
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The Indian branch of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church of Antioch is 
plagued by disputes over 
properties 

A top court in a southern Indian 
state has asked the government 
to take possession of six 
churches under dispute between 
two factions of the oriental 
Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Antioch. 

The Kerala High Court on Aug. 
30 directed district collectors of 
Ernakulam and Palakkad to take 
possession of six churches that 
are claimed by the warring 
Jacobite and Orthodox factions 
of the Damascus-based Church. 
“Tt is a positive order,” advocate 
Biju Oommen, secretary of the 
Malankara Orthodox Church 
Association, told UCA News on 
Sept. 3. 

He expressed the hope that the 
court will eventually help 
transfer the churches to his 
faction as they are legal owners 
as per a 2017 order by the 
country's top court. 

The Jacobite faction refused to 
comply with the Supreme Court 
order, saying they were ina 
majority and hence the churches 
and other properties belonged to 
them. 

This has led to massive street 
protests by the Orthodox faction 
seeking intervention from the 
state government, which is 
currently led by communists. 
The state government has cited 
serious law and order problems 
in executing the top court order. 
In the Aug. 30 order, the single 
bench of Justice V G Arun of the 
Kerala High Court directed the 
district collectors to file a 
compliance report on Sept. 30, 
the next date of the hearing. 
The Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Antioch has many followers in 
southern Kerala state. The 
Orthodox faction has its 
supreme head based in Kerala, 
while the Jacobites owe 


Jacobites 


q 


allegiance to the patriarch in 
Antioch. The Church owns more 
than 1,100 churches which are in 
the possession of the Jacobite 
faction. 


“The Aug. 30 court order will 
eventually lead to the handing 
over of churches to the Orthodox 
faction and it will set a 
precedent,” said a worried 
Jacobite Church official who did 
not want to be named. 

The official further said that 
legal options would be explored 
“to challenge the single bench 
order.” 

The dispute between the 
Jacobite and Orthodox factions 
on sharing churches and other 
assets has been going on since 
they split in 1911. 

In 1934, they came together and 
agreed on a constitution and 
elected the Catholicos of the 
East as their common head. 
However, in 1973 they split 
again, each faction taking over 
properties in areas where they 
were numerically stronger. 
Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Antioch was based in Turkey. 
However, after World War I, the 
patriarchate was transferred to 
Homs in Syria in 1933. In 1959. It 
was shifted to Damascus. 

The Church has produced 
several saints whose lives and 
works have a huge influence, not 
only on the Syriac tradition, but 
on Christianity as a whole. 

By UCA News reporter 


Maturity 
is learning to walk away 
from people and situations 
that threaten your peace of 
mind, self-respect, values, 
morals and self worth. 
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Indian court orders take over x r 
of churches from embattled 


Indian priest accused in 
excess school fee case 
gets bail 


Father John Walter Xalxo from 
Jabalpur diocese is an accused 
in an excess school fee case in 
Madhya Pradesh. 

The top court in central Indian 
Madhya Pradesh state has 
granted pre-arrest bail to a 
Catholic priest, one of the four 
priests of Jabalpur diocese, 
accused in a case of collecting 
exorbitant fees from students. 
The Jabalpur bench of the high 
court granted anticipatory bail 
to Father John Walter Xalxo on 
Aug. 30, effectively stopping 
police from arresting him. 

“We are glad that one more 
priest got relief from the court,” 
said the vicar general of 
Jabalpur Diocese, Father Davis 
George. 

Father George told UCA News 
on Sept. 2 that three of the four 
priests accused have secured 
bail, and the bail plea of the 
fourth priest, Father Siby 
Joseph, is pending in the top 
court. 

“We are sure that he also will 
get protection from arrest,” 
said George. 

Father Abraham 
Thazhathedathu was the first to 
get arrested. But India's 
Supreme Court on Aug. 20 
granted bail to him and 11 
others, including a bishop of 
the Protestant Church of North 
India (CNI), arrested in 
connection with the case. 
Police considered three 
others—Fathers Xalxo, Joseph, 
and S. G. Wilson—absconding. 
They also announced a cash 
reward of Indian rupees 5000 
($60) each to those helping the 
police arrest Xalxo and Joseph. 
The High Court on Aug. 27 
granted anticipatory bail to 
Wilson despite stiff opposition 
from the state government 
against granting protection to 
him from arrest. 

Police have charged cases 
against 51 officials, including 


CNI Bishop Ajay Umesh Kumar 
James, from 11 private schools. 
They are accused of charging 
exorbitant fees and selling 
textbooks at excess rates. 

Three Jabalpur diocesan 
schools are among those facing 
charges. 

Church officials began applying 
for bail when police arrested 22 
persons on May 27. 

A lawyer associated with the 
case said that the Supreme 
Court, 'Indias top court, 
granted bail to those arrested 
and indirectly helped the state 
court grant bail to the accused. 
In the latest order, the top court 
said that “considering the 
totality of the circumstances,” 
the court judged it was “a fit 
case to release the applicant on 
bail.” 

Private schools in Madhya 
Pradesh can raise their annual 
fees by up to 10 percent 
independently. However, they 
need government approval for 
further increases. 

“We never made illegal fee 
hikes. We are targeted like 
criminals and our people were 
arrested and sent to jail,” 
Father George observed. 

The education department on 
July 9 ordered seven Christian 
schools to reimburse students 
$5 million on July 9. However, 
the high court stayed the order 
on Aug. 13. 

Christian leaders have accused 
the state government of tacitly 
backing right-wing Hindu 
groups who oppose Christian 
mission schools and healthcare 
services, considering them as a 
facade for conversion activities. 
The Church runs several 
educational institutions that 
benefit tribal people in the 
state. Tribal people constitute 
more than 21 percent of 
Madhya Pradesh's 72 million 
population. Christians make up 
a mere 0.27 percent. 
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An overview of the Church in Indonesia 


By Lisa Zengarini 

As Pope Francis prepares to 
undertake his Apostolic Journey 
to Asia and Oceania, we offer an 
overview of the Church in 
Indonesia, where he will visit on 
September 3-6. 

Christianity first arrived in 
Indonesia in the 7th century, 
but it took hold only in 16th 
century when several Catholic 
missionaries accompanying the 
Portuguese started preaching in 
the archipelago. 

The Dutch, who expelled the 
Portuguese in 1605, introduced 
Calvinist Protestantism and 
Catholicism was banned from 
the territory until 1806. 
Growth of Church in 
Indonesia in the 19th and 
20th centuries 

Catholic missionaries were able 
to return to Indonesia in 1807 
when the first Apostolic 
Prefecture was created in then 
Batavia (now Jakarta). The 
Catholic Church expanded its 
presence during the 19th and 
20th centuries when other 
missionaries from various 
religious congregations arrived. 
During the first two decades of 
the 20th century, other 
Apostolic Prefectures were set 
up. The eastern regions were 
entrusted to the Missionaries of 
the Sacred Heart (MSC), Borneo 
and Sumatra to the Capuchins, 
and Nusa Teggara and Flores to 
the Verbite Missionaries. 

In 1924, the bishops of 
Indonesia held their first five- 
yearly meeting. The meetings 
were suspended during the 
Japanese occupation (1942-45), 
which marked an abrupt 
setback for the Church with the 
internment of almost all the 
missionaries serving in the 
archipelago. 

The year 1940 saw the 
ordination of the first 
Indonesian bishop, the Jesuit 
Albertus Soegijapranata. In 
1955, following the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the Holy See 
and the newly-established 
Indonesian Republic in 1950, 
the bishops of Indonesia 
resumed their plenary sessions, 
and created the Supreme 
Council of Indonesian Bishops 
(MAWI), the nucleus of the 
future Indonesian Episcopal 
Conference (Konferensi 
Waligereja Indonesia, KWI) 
established in 1987. 

In 1961, Pope Saint John XXIII 
established the Catholic 
hierarchy by dividing the 
territory into six ecclesiastical 
provinces. In 1967, Bishop 
Justinus Darmowujono (1914- 
1994) became the first 
Indonesian Cardinal. 


In 1970, after the Second 
Vatican Council, the Indonesian 
bishops issued their first 
directives on the conduct of 
Catholics in Indonesian society 
based on the Pancasila 
principles. The defence of the 
five constitutional principles on 
which the Indonesian state is 
founded has been since a 
constant feature of the 
Indonesian Church. 

Visits of previous Popes' to 
Indonesia 

Pope Francis will be the third 
pontiff to visit Indonesia. The 
first Pope to travel there was 
Saint Paul VI, who stopped in 
Jakarta on 3 December 
1970 during his Apostolic 
Journey to East Asia, 
Oceania, and Australia (25 
November - 5 December 
1970). He was received by 
Indonesian President 
Suharto and celebrated 
Mass at a stadium in the 
capital. 

Saint John Paul II visited 
the country from 9 to 13 
October 1989, as part of 
his 44th international 
Apostolic Journey, 
stopping in Jakarta, Java, 
Flores and East Timor 
(then part of Indonesia). 
Religious context in 
Indonesia 

With a population of 
around 276 million inhabitants, 
Indonesia is the most populous 
Muslim country in the world: 
Islam is professed by almost 
90% of the population. 
Although Muslims are an 
overwhelming majority, 
Indonesia is not an Islamic 
confessional state, but is 
founded on the Pancasila, the 
five principles enshrined in the 
Constitution (faith in one 
supreme God; just and civil 
humanity; unity; democracy 
guided by wisdom; social 
justice), which guarantee 
freedom to all believers. 
Indonesia is a multi-religious 
and multi-ethnic society, so 
much so that the country's 
motto is "Unity in diversity", a 
peculiarity that has contributed 
to the historically tolerant 
character of Islam in the 
country. 

The Catholic community has 
also benefited from this 
tolerance. The two Apostolic 
Journeys of Paul VI, in 1970, and 
John Paul II, in 1989, have 
contributed to cement the good 
relations between the Church 
and the Indonesian state, which 
have been further developed in 
more recent times through 
collaboration projects in the 
field of education and culture. 
On the other hand, some 


provisions of the Indonesian 
legal system still penalize 
religious minorities, as in the 
case the law on blasphemy, 
laws regulating the 
construction of new places of 
worship, and the law on mixed 
marriages. 

The main threat to peace and 
religious harmony in Indonesia 
is represented by the spread of 
radical Islam, which in recent 
decades has fomented 
sectarian conflicts in various 
parts of the archipelago and has 
given rise to local terrorist 
networks linked to Qaeda and 
the so-called Islamic State. 


In recent years, some reports 
have noted an escalation of 
violence and discrimination 
against religious minorities, 
including Christians. Most of 
the violations were recorded in 
the province of West Java, 
Sumatra, the metropolitan area 
of Jakarta and the autonomous 
province of Aceh, where Sharia 
law is in force. 

Incidents of Islamic 
fundamentalism were also 
recorded in the Moluccas 
during the bloody 2000-2001 
conflict between the Christian 
(Protestant) and Muslim 
communities. 

However, these radical fringes 
are still a minority and there is a 
significant number of moderate 
Muslims, leaders and 
intellectuals open to dialogue. 
The Catholic Church shares this 
commitment. 

A vibrant minority of 3% 
Catholics 

The Catholic Church has grown 
steadily since the 19th century 
thanks to its ability to 
inculturate the Gospel in 
Indonesian society. Catholics 
today make up over 3% of the 
population and continue to 
grow. 

Their presence is not 
homogeneous: on the one 
hand, there are the Dioceses of 


Ende, Ruteni, Atambua and 
Larantuka, which are have an 
overwhelming Catholic 
majority, and the other hand 
there are at least eight in which 
the Catholic community does 
not exceed 1% of the resident 
population. 

Despite being small in number, 
the Church is a vibrant 
community in which the lay 
faithful have an active role in 
pastoral work, as well as 
actively participating in the 
social, economic and political 
life of the nation. 

However, the last decade has 
seen a decline in religious 


vocations: compared to the 
1980s, the novitiates of female 
and male religious houses have 
a much smaller number of 
postulants and novices. 

The Catholic Church in 
Indonesian society 

The Catholic Church is a widely 
recognized institution and is 
appreciated for its social, 
health, cultural and educational 
activities that respect the ethnic 
and cultural diversity of the 
country. 

The Church is also present in 
the public debate and has 
voiced its position on several 
important issues, such as death 
penalty (still in force), abortion, 
social, issues, the environment 
and combating all forms of 
fundamentalism that 
undermine the fabric of 
Indonesian society. 

Pastoral priorities 

In the face of challenges posed 
by the religious, cultural and 
social changes taking place in 
Indonesian society, in the past 
decade the Indonesian bishops 
have focused their attention on 
the following pastoral priorities: 
renewing the Church's 
evangelizing mission (also 
through the new media), along 
the lines indicated by Pope 
Francis in his Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium 


and heeding his call for an 
"outgoing Church"; valuing the 
riches of multiculturalism in 
the Church; strengthening 
interreligious dialogue; and 
promoting the Church's 
charitable work. 

In this perspective, the Church 
has paid particular attention to 
young people so that they may 
become protagonists in 
bringing the Gospel to the 
Indonesian society and "agents 
of change" for justice and peace 
in their country. In this spirit, 
the bishops launched the 
Indonesian Youth Day, which 
since 2012 has brought together 
young Catholics from all over 
Indonesia every 4 years. 

The bishops also want to 
promote the protagonism of 
Catholic families in 
evangelizing Indonesia's 
plural society. This was one of 
the main indications that 
emerged from the 2015 
National Conference of the 
Indonesian Catholic Church 
on Family (Sagki 2015), 
entitled “The Catholic Family, 
Gospel of Hope. Its Vocation 
and Mission in the Church 
and in Indonesian Plural 
Society." 

Ecumenical dialogue in 
Indonesia 

Ecumenical dialogue is well 
established in Indonesia, and 
is all the more important in a 
country a where Christians are 
a small minority of around 10 
percent of the population, 
comprising Protestants of 
various denominations, 
Catholics, Orthodox and 
Evangelicals. 

Christian Churches work 
together in different platforms. 
The oldest and most important 
one is the Communion of 
Churches in Indonesia (PGI) 
formed by traditional 
Protestant Churches, with 
which the Catholic bishops 
have been collaborating closely 
for some time. 

Since 1980, the PGI and the 
KWI have been sending joint 
Christmas messages, and in 
2019, they collaborated in the 
preparation of the subsidy for 
the annual Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (17-25 January). 
Additionally, KWI and PGI work 
together as members of FUKRI, 
which also includes the 
Fellowship of Evangelical 
Churches and Institutions 
(PGLI]), the Fellowship of 
Pentecostal Churches (PGPD, 
the Fellowship of Baptist 
Churches, Salvation Army, the 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
and the Orthodox Church who 
meet regularly to discuss issues 
of common concern. 
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“Mary, the Favoured One” 
A Blessing Beyond Circumstance 


The recent tragic events in Kolkata have deeply affected our nation, 
prompting widespread protests against the violence inflicted upon the 
vulnerable members of our society. As we celebrate the birthday of our 
Blessed Mother, I find myself reflecting on how she might offer comfort and 
strength to women who are grappling with various struggles. 

The Gospel refers to Mary as the “favoured one” (Luke 1:28), but what does 
this designation truly mean? Does being “favoured” imply that Mary was 
shielded from life's challenges? 

The term “favoured one” indicates that someone is already under divine 
favour. It signifies that God is attentive to you, shows you special regard, 
and directs His grace toward you. Being “favoured” means you have been 
chosen and set apart; you occupy a unique place in God's plan. This 
concept of being highly favoured, from a theological perspective, denotes 
that you have received an exceptional measure of grace. For instance, Mary 
was uniquely blessed with God's favour and grace. 

Throughout history, poets and writers have celebrated the unique strength, 
resilience, and courage of women. Despite these affirmations, women 
often struggle to recognize their own worth amidst daily challenges and 
external pressures. Reflecting on Mary's life can inspire women to 
acknowledge their intrinsic value and purpose within God's plan. 

Upon examining the text (Luke 1:28ff), it is evident that before Gabriel 
addressed Mary by name, the angel referred to her as “favoured.” Her 
proper name (Mary) is mentioned only once (Luke 1:30), while the term 
“favoured” is used twice (Luke 1:28, 30). This repetition emphasizes the 
significance ofher true dignity as a highly favoured one. 

Being favoured by God is not linked to material wealth or luxurious living. 
For Mary, the idea of being called “favoured” was perplexing, given her 
circumstances. Mary lived without the comforts of wealth and luxury. She 
was a teenager from Nazareth, a town of modest means and limited 
recognition. Her engagement was to a man of modest financial standing, 
and their hometown, Bethlehem, was relatively obscure. Additionally, the 
cultural context of the time often marginalized women, treating them as 
the property of their fathers or husbands. In this setting, Mary might have 
found the concept of being favoured at odds with her reality. 

Her reaction to God's favour was one of confusion and perplexity. Mary's 
reaction reflects acommon human experience of grappling with situations 
that seem inexplicable and unsettling. Many of us understand what it is to 
face situations that are confusing and unsettling. Despite her favoured 
status, Mary encountered significant suffering, including the seven 
sorrows: the prophecy of Simeon, the flight into Egypt, the loss of Jesus for 
three days, carrying the cross, witnessing Jesus’ crucifixion, his body taken 
down from the cross, and his burial. These experiences reveal that her life 
was marked by hardship. Mary's acceptance of her identity as God's 
favoured daughter and her understanding of her purpose allowed her to 
endure these trials. Her story teaches us that divine favour does not equate 
toa trouble-free life but rather a calling to a life of purpose. 

For women today, this message serves both as reassurance and 
encouragement. It invites them to recognize their own favoured status and 
to find joy and purpose in their lives, understanding that their life, 
irrespective of anything, is part of a larger divine plan. No one and nothing 
can alter the fact that you are God's favoured one. As Augustine famously 
stated, “God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.” Augustine's 
words affirm that divine favour is a constant and personal assurance of 
God's love. 

Brené Brown, an acclaimed author of six New York Times bestselling books, 
states, “Worthiness doesn't have prerequisites.” This assertion highlights 
that the inherent value and deservingness of each person do not depend 
upon meeting certain conditions or standards. Despite any condition, 
confusion or difficulty, 'God's favoured one' is a profound 
acknowledgement of grace and purpose, extending to all women as it did to 
Mary. Women are capable of achieving and accomplishing incredible 
things when they truly embrace the fact that they are highly favoured in the 
eyes of God. 

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a symbol of hope and renewal. It 
represents the dawn of salvation and the fulfilment of God's promises to 
humanity. As Mary's birth heralds the coming of Christ, itis seen as a sign of 
new beginnings and the triumph of divine grace over all ofhumanity. 


Guest Editorial by Sr Alveena Clare, BS 


Letters to the Editor 


Sir, The article SONS NEED TO BE EDUCA- 
TED URGENTLY (Herald Aug 30-Sept 5, 
2024) is very timely. In this regard a message 
widely circulating on social media reads: 
Instead of girls, keep boys at home at night! 

The writer has made several observations 
namely: 

1. An average 90 rapes a day were reported in 
India in 2022, according to data from India's 
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB). The 
true figure is likely to be much higher in 2024. 
Answer: During a panel discussion on India 
Today TV on 24th August, Ms Brinda Adige, 
Social Activist said 80% abuse cases go 
unreported because women who speak up are 
considered bad. Another panellist Ms D. 
Roopa-IPS insisted that the authorities, 
including Vishakha Committee/ICC members 
too should be held accountable for sexual 
abuse/crimes in workplaces. R.G. Kar Kolkata 
case reflects a lack of fixing immediate 
accountability (duty roster). 

2. According to the World Bank, 35% of Indian 
women between the ages of 15 and 49 have 
experienced physical or sexual violence at the 
hands of their partners. 

Answer: Percentages can be misleading as the 
obscure absolute raw numbers. 35% of ten 
lakh is 350,000. 35% of 70 crore would be a 
whopping 24.50 crore (assuming women 
comprise 50% of 140 crore)! 

3. Nearly 45,000 rape cases were investigated 
between 2022 and 2023, according to India's 
NCRB. But only 5,000 were convicted. 
Answer: The main reason for long-drawn 
investigation and low conviction is dilution of 
cases/sketchy police evidence especially when 


the offender is aVIP. Also there is a tendency to 
humiliate the victims. Link: 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kol 
kata/scanner-back-on-park-street-police- 
officers/articleshow/11955677.cms 
4. Many schools lack policies on sexual 
harassment. 
Answer: According to POCSO 2012 Act, every 
school must have a School Complaints 
Committee (SCC). Anyone who witnesses or 
suspects child sexual abuse, should report it to 
SCC. Schools/colleges/universities must also 
implement Internal Complaints Committee 
(ICC) for female workers (both teaching and 
non-teaching) as mandated by Sexual 
Harassment of Women at Workplace (Preven- 
tion, Prohibition and Redress) Act, 2013. 
During an interview on ABP Ananda one nurse 
complained there is no ICC in R.G. Kar. Refer: 
https://youtu.be/C_aapLGZI9g 
5. Gender abusive languages, taking the name 
of a mother or sister, have become normal 
among youth. 
Answer: Nowadays girls/women use such 
languages without a qualm! During a discu- 
ssion (India TV 24.08.2024) Lalitha Kumara- 
mangalam, former chairperson of National 
Women's Commission said she was taught 
Moral Science (Value Education) in her 
Catholic school. She highly recommended that 
for Gender Sensitization this subject be 
reintroduced in all schools. 
6. Have TVs and computers inacommon room, 
notina private place. 
Answer: Sage suggestion. But what about 
mobiles/laptops/iPads? - 

ISAAC HAROLD GOMES 


Of God who Comes to Mind --- an 


interreligious approach. 

“Of God who Comes to Mind” is a book by the 
famous Torah scholar and philosopher, 
Emmanuel Levinas. The basis of any dialogue 
between Hindus and Roman Catholics has to 
begin and end with God. Whether we call this 
liberating Lord of history, Shakti, Brahman or 
YHWH does not matter. What matters is that any 
dialogue which is not centred on the numinous is 
not worth having. So, what can we both agree 
upon when we speak of God? Here are a few 
attributes of God/Brahman/ Shakti that we as two 
separate religions can agree upon. Unless we 
focus on these as our starting point, we will 
needlessly argue with each other. 

@ God is self-created. God in both our religions 
has the attribute of aseity. God is. God does not 
need us, we need God. And this God, in both our 
religions, is a God who preferentially opts to be 
with the marginalised and the weak in our society. 
Christ halted the march of the mighty Roman 
empire through His Crucifixion and Resurrection. 
Within Hinduism, and especially Shakti Upasana, 
we hold that this God whom we worship as 
Mother, the Devi, from the beginning of time, 
preferentially takes the side of victims of injustice 
and systemic wrongs. You call this Original Sin; we 
see them as accrued and fructifying karma. Here 
we diverge from each other, and within the space 
of interreligious dialogue, one has to be very 
careful that the non-negotiables of both our 
Faiths do not become distractions. But I must be 
honest and say that the concept of the preferential 
option for the poor while existing within 
Hinduism for millennia; I borrow in a spirit of 
universal inculturation from Roman Catholicism 
and Vatican II. 

® God is omniscient, omnipresent and 
omnipotent. There is no place where God is not. 
He is in Sheol too. We in our Scriptures say that the 
Deviis everywhere, “Yaa Devi Sarva-Bhutessu” --- 
She is everywhere. She pervades everything 
without being that thing. In the Bhagavad Gita, 
the same idea is there. The Gita is essentially a 
discourse based on Samkhya philosophy which is 
the cornerstone of Yoga --- there too God, or 


“Purusha” in the Purusha-Prakriti dyad pervades 
everything without being any of those things. 
YHWH is Power, the attribute of YHWH as the 
Father of Christ, is absolute sovereignty over 
everything. As St. Ignatius of Loyola pointed out, 
God is His Majesty. Within my marga, the Devi is 
of the nature of Power --- “shakti rupena 
samsthita”. She is Shakti. Adi Sri Shankaracharya 
Bhagavadpada, the greatest commentator on the 
Upanishads, says that God is of the nature of 
power. God's attribute is not power. God is 
absolute Power. We, within Tantra, following the 
Rg Vedic dictum, 'be a god to worship God’; we 
offer hyperdulia to Shakti and Her manifestations 
as Mahavidyas. 
@ About the weakness of God, I think we as Shakti 
worshippers can agree with you that God is truly 
weak even in our religion. Because the nature of 
God cannot be different in different religions. 
When we worship Shakti, She dazzles our eyes. 
When Arjuna saw the real form of Lord Krishna as 
shown in the Bhagavad Gita, he became overawed 
and afraid --- he asked the Lord to appear to him 
as a friend. Maa Tara came to Baba Vamdev as a 
mother; not as Shakti. Noman can encounter God 
unless God chooses to become like unto us. This is 
something we need to discuss further. Again, in a 
spirit of openness and agreeing with Vatican II, 
which I had discussed in an earlier issue of this 
paper, I think the time has come for Hindu 
theologians to seriously rethink the weakness of 
God so well expounded by theologians like Jiirgen 
Moltmann and deconstructionist philosophers 
like John Caputo. 
These are just preliminary considerations, and it 
is high time that we think more of God in our 
shared projects than of worldly things. The time 
given to us is so tiny in the scheme of things that it 
is useless to carp about religious relativism. In 
Indian Catholic Matters, I have written how the 
question of religious relativism does not arise in 
Hinduism. Further, we can sally clever repartees 
about the textual register “God” and its Sanskrit 
cognates; these will lead nowhere. We are Indians 
and we need to converse more about God within 
our nation's pluralism. need to be more like Fr. 
Raimundo Panikkar and Fr. Anthony D'Mello SJ. 
Dr. Subhasis Chattopadhyay 
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MY FAV@®URIT; 


Saint of the Day for September 8 


Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin 


The Story of the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The Church has celebrated 
Mary's birth since at least the 
sixth century. A September 
birth was chosen because 
the Eastern Church begins 
its Church year with Septem- 
ber. The September 8 date 
helped determine the date 
for the Feast of the Immacu- 
late Conception on Decem- 
ber8. 

Scripture does not give an! | 
account of Mary's birth. 
However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of 
James fills in the gap. This work has no 
historical value, but it does reflect the 
development of Christian piety. According to 
this account, Anna and Joachim are infertile 
but pray for a child. They receive the promise 
of a child who will advance God's plan of 
salvation for the world. Such a story, like many 
biblical counterparts, stresses the special 
presence of God in Mary's life from the 
beginning. 

Saint Augustine connects Mary's birth with 
Jesus' saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice 
and shine forth in the light of her birth. “She is 
the flower of the field from whom bloomed the 
precious lily of the valley. Through her birth 
the nature inherited from our first parents is 
changed.” The opening prayer at Mass speaks 
of the birth of Mary's Son as the dawn of our 
salvation, and asks for an increase of peace. 


Mary 


We can see every human birth as a call for new 
hope in the world. The love of two human 
beings has joined with God in his creative 
work. The loving parents have shown hope ina 
world filled with travail. The new child has the 
potential to be a channel of God's love and 
peace to the world. 

This is all true in a magnificent way in Mary. If 
Jesus is the perfect expression of God's love, 
Mary is the foreshadowing of that love. IfJesus 
has brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is 
its dawning. 

Birthday celebrations bring happiness to the 
celebrant as well as to family and friends. Next 
to the birth of Jesus, Mary's birth offers the 
greatest possible happiness to the world. Each 
time we celebrate her birth, we can confide- 
ntly hope for an increase of peace in our hearts 
and in the world at large. 


What can science tell us about eternity? 
Vatican Observatory to present latest reflection 


By Almudena Martinez-Bordiu 

“Eternity Between Space and Time: From 
Consciousness to the Cosmos’ is the title of an 
upcoming report to be released by the Vatican 
Observatory, where “unpublished reflections” 
on eternity studied from different disciplines 
willbe presented. 

The University of Padua in Italy together with 
the Vatican Observatory have investigated 
eternity from new scientific perspectives 
thanks to 24 contributions from some of the 
world's greatest scholars in different disciplines 
such as physics, psychology, philosophy, and 
theology. 


Contributors include Nobel Prize 
winners Gerard 't Hooft and Roger 
Penrose, joined by Federico Faggin, 
Mauro D'Ariano, Gabriele 
* Veneziano, Massimo Cacciari, 

_ Giulio Goggi, and Kurt Appel. 
Questions about God and consci- 
ousness are addressed alongside 
quantum theory, black holes, 
cosmic inflation, and the Big Bang 
and string theory, considering the 
' contributions of neuroscience and 
artificial intelligence. 

The report, which will be released 
on Sept. 6, is the result of the 
international conference on the theme of 
eternity held in May 2022 at the University of 
Padua. 

The conference was attended by the world's 
leading scholars in the fields of physics, 
philosophy, theology, and psychology. 

The presentation of the report will take place at 
the headquarters of the Curia General of the 
Society of Jesus in Rome and will be attended by 
Father Gabriele Gionti, amember of the Vatican 
Observatory Research Group; Fabio Scardigli, 
Polytechnic University of Milan; Ines Testoni, 
University of Padua; and Father Andrea Toniolo, 
faculty of theology of Triveneto, Padua, Italy. 
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Twenty-third Ordinary Sunday [B]- Sunday September 8 
(Is 35:4-7a; Ps 146: Jas 2:1-5; Mk 7:31-37) 


Introduction:Today's Scripture readings from Isaiah, James, and Mark 
give us two challenges: 1) Ask God's help to open our spiritually blind 
eyes, deaf ears, and free our mute tongue. 2) Share in Jesus' healing 
ministry by lending to him our eyes, ears, tongues, and hearts. 
The “little monk” Telemachus opened the blind eyes of the mighty 
Roman Empire by risking his own life. This fifth century Turkish monk 
travelled to Rome to stop the barbarian, entertainment games of 
“Gladiatorial fight to death” between slaves, perpetuated by a Christian 
Roman Emperor for his Christian citizens. Isaiah introduces a God 
Whose eyes are focused on the helpless and Who heals the blind, the 
deaf the lame and the mute. 
The Responsorial Psalm (146) praises aGod Who gives sight to the blind, 
raises the downtrodden, and welcomes strangers. 
The Second reading, taken from St. James' Epistle to the Church (2:1- 
5) reminds us that as sharers in Christ's healing ministry, we must 
practice Christian social justice by showing no partiality, — that is, not 
shaming the poor by denying their rights to favor the rich. Instead, we 
must practice Christ's option for the poor. 
Today's Gospel story explains how Jesus fulfills Isaiah's prophecy by 
healing a deaf-mute in six stages in an “audio-visual” way. Jesus i) 
separates him from the crowd ii) looks to heaven and groans iii) puts his 
fingers in the deaf man's ears ears iv) applies his own saliva to the mute 
man's tongue v) prays once again and vi) gives the command 
“Ephphatha!” or “Be opened!” 
Life messages: 
1) We need to pray daily for healing from our spiritual blindness, so that 
we really see God's presence in others, and act on what we see; from our 
spiritual deafness so that we will attentively listen to the word of God, 
hear the cry and needs of others, and meet them as far as we can, and 
end our spiritual muteness, so that we maybe able to to praise and 
worship God loudly and vibrantly during our family prayers at home 
and our liturgical prayers and hymns during the Holy Mass. 
2) We need to recognize our share in Jesus' healing ministry by lending 
him our eyes, ears, tongues, hands, feet, our hearts, and all our talents 
and blessings so that he may use them for granting all sorts of healing to 
people around us in our homes, parishes, institutions, and society 
Homily Starter Anecdotes: #1 The “little monk” Telemachus who 
opened blind eyes of an empire: At the Annual National Prayer 
Breakfast on February 2, 1984, Ronald Reagan, the former president of 
the United States, told the old story of “the little monk,” Telemachus, a 
martyr whose self-sacrificial commitment to Christian ideals opened 
the blind eyes and deaf ears of the Romans and their fifth century 
Christian Emperor Honorius. According to the story, this Turkish monk 
was led by an inner voice to go to Rome in order to stop the cruel and 
inhuman gladiatorial fights between slaves. He followed the crowds to 
the Coliseum where two gladiators were fighting. He jumped into the 
arena and tried to stop them, shouting, “In the name of Christ, hold 
back!” The gladiators stopped, but the spectators became indignant. 
A group of them rushed into the arena and beat Telemachus to death. 
When the crowd saw the brave little monk lying dead in a pool of blood, 
they fell silent, leaving the stadium, one by one. Three days later, 
because of Telemachus' heroic sacrifice of his own life, the Emperor 
decreed an end to the games. — In today's Gospel which describes the 
miraculous healing of a deaf mute, we are invited to open our ears and 
eyes, loosen our tongues and pray for the courage of our Christian 
convictions to become the voice of the voiceless. Fr. Tony 
(https://frtonyshomilies.com/). 
# 2: “The Touch of the Master's Hand”: The poem, “The Touch of the 
Master's Hand,” (for lyrics and music watch Myra Brooks Welch; see 
sites, below), tells the story of the auctioning of an old, dusty violin. The 
violin was about to be sold for a mere $3 when a grey-haired man 
stepped forward, picked it up, dusted it off, tuned it, and began to play. 
The man played such sweet music that, when he finished, the bidding 
jumped into the thousands of dollars. What transformed the dusty old 
violin into a precious instrument? The touch of the Master's hand. — 
The same “touch of the Master's hand” continues to transform our lives 
today. By God's touch we become His instruments to accomplish the 
marvelous works described in today's Psalm 146: “to secure justice for 
the oppressed, give food to the hungry and set the captives free.” Fr. 
Tony (https://frtonyshomilies.com/). 

- Fy. Anthony Kadavil 
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Orientation at Archbishop's House for 


ae | 


By Sr. Rasmi & Jyoti Lakra 


On 31st August 2024, an Orientation programme 
for the Diocesan Service Team (DST) of the Basic 
Ecclesial Community (BEC) was held at 
Archbishop's House Kolkata on “Ministries in 
BEC”. The programme commenced with a 
solemn Bible procession conducted by Jyoti 
Kerketta. Bible was brought to the alter in a 
procession singing in one voice. Fr. Dominic 
Gomes, the Vicar General, enthroned the Holy 
Bible by garlanding and by doing Arati. A 
passage: John 15:1-6 was read by three persons. 
Mrs. Manju Linda, the BEC Coordinator from the 
Howrah Hooghly Deanery invoked the blessings 
of God through a short prayer. Fr. Dominic 
Gomes, welcomed the DST members and 
introduced the new session “Ministries in BEC” 
that was given at the BEC Regional Council 
Meeting in Raiganj. The resource persons were Sr. 
Rasmi, MSMHC, Jyoti Kerketta, Anand Kujur and 
JC Lakra. 

Sr. Rasmi enlightened the session by explaining 
that BEC units are Churches in miniature and all 
those who are Baptized are the members of it. (1 
Cor 12:27) You are the body of Christ, and each 
one of youisapartofit.(Rom12) Justas each of 
us has various parts in one body, and the parts do 
not all have the same function: in the same way, 
all of us, though there are so many of us, make up 
one body in Christ, and as different parts we are 
all joined to one another. We have gifts that differ 
according to the favour bestowed on each of us. 
Vatican II teaches us that the Church exists for 
her mission. The pilgrim Church is missionary by 
hervery nature. 

Iam a Mission on this Earth; that is the reason I 
am here in this world (EG 273). Pope Francis says: 
“all ofus who are Baptize Missionary Disciple, we 
are called to become a Living Gospel in the 
world”. The three-fold mission that has been 
given in our Baptism: Priestly, Prophetic and 


“Ministries in BEC” 


Kingly was stressed upon. For the Christian, 
vocation by its very nature is also a vocation to 
the apostolate for the spreading of the kingdom 
of Christ. The mission work was elaborated by 
giving example from the Bible passages, to be the 
Salt and Light the world, the workers in the 
Vineyard, the parable of the Good Samaritan and 
the final Judgment. 

Each Basic Ecclesial Community has to take the 
responsibility for their community building. Mrs. 
Jyoti Kerketta, Mr. Anand Kujur and Mr. JC Lakra 
elaborately explained the six ministries that 
could help in community building in BEC 1. 
Home Visiting Ministry, which aims in pastoral 
care and to build a strong bond between family 
members and other families in the BEC 

2. Faith Formation ministry: Sacramental 
celebrations 

3. Youth Ministry: Ensure that all youth in every 
BEC is growing in faith and learn to become 
active parish members. 

4. Social Action Ministry: Issues of justice, 
communal harmony, civic rights and duties, 
awareness on basic rights and duties as a citizen 
as well as members of the parish community. 

5. Education Ministry: Education needs ofall 

6. Health Ministry: Health support to all. 

Towards end, the DST members were called to go 
to discuss deanery-wise and to take action in the 
ministry which needs application in building 
communities in their Deanery/Zone/ Units. DST 
members expressed their opinion and the action 
plan about the ministries that they need in their 
deanery was: mostly family visit to build 
relationship and faith formation. At the close, Fr. 
Dominic Gomes stressed upon the Annual BEC 
Day celebration in the parishes and explain the 
guideline for the celebration. The orientation 
concluded with a closing of the Holy Bible and 
the blessing of Fr. Dominic Gomes with the Word 
of God. Then all proceeded for lunch. 
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St. Teresa's Parish 


Mother’s Birthday 
at Mother House 


By Dominic Panja 

On August 25, 2024, a heartwar- 
ming pre 114th birthday celebra- 
tion was held in honor of our 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta, our 
beloved Mother Teresa at Mother 
House in A.J.C. Bose Road, 
Kolkata. The day began with a 
gathering of the Sunday school 
children and Sunday School 
teacher in the church premises 
anda short prayer was said by our 
M.C. sisters with Our Parish Priest 
Rev Fr. George Anthony. 

This special day on Sunday 25th 
August was organized by our M.C. 
Sr. Mariah Ruah and Sr. Rossella 
to celebrate the life and legacy of 
the beloved Saint ahead of her 
birthday on August 26. M.C. 
sisters at Mother House gently 
placed upon the Mother's tomb, 
with the flowers lay as a tender 
tribute, to our beloved Mother 
with their vibrant petals whispe- 
ring of love, remembrance, and 
the eternal bond by paying their 
respects to the Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta. 

After explaining about the progra- 
mmes, the day started with the 
visitation of Mother's Bedroom 
the place where she used to take 
rest. M.C sisters took the Sunday 
school children to Mother's 
bedroom and showed them how 
she used to live her life and how 
she started the journey of serving 
the poor in the streets of Calcutta 
in late 90s. It was followed by a 


HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY, 


MAMA MARY! 


THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
PRAYERS 


visit to the Mother's museum and 
the chapel 

As the Sunday school children 
finished visiting the Mother 
house, the children were taken to 
the Mother's tomb for the Rosary. 
Parents of the Sunday school 
children also joined them for this 
sacred prayer. The Rosary was 
followed by a special mass 
celebrated by our Parish Priest 
Rev Fr. George Anthony. Teachers 
of the Sunday school did all the 
liturgy of the mass. Prayers and 
reflections on Mother Teresa's 
teachings were preached during 
the sermon by Our Parish Priest. 
And finally asacred moment took 
place with a special blessing 
delivered to the Sunday school 
children and the Parents with 
Mother's relic. The celebration 
was a touching tribute, reflecting 
the enduring impact of Mother 
Teresa's work and her message of 
love and kindness, which conti- 
nues to inspire people of all ages 
worldwide. 

We deeply extend our heartfelt 
gratitude to our M.C. Sr. Rossella, 
and Sr. Maria Ruah for guiding 
our Sunday school children on a 
meaningful visit to Mother House. 
Thank you Sisters for helping us 
to connect more deeply with her 
legacy and inspiring us to carry 
forward her message of kindness 
in our own lives as our Mother, 
and the Mother of Calcutta did for 
our society. 


Play Bilidey \ 
MAMA MARY. 
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Philanthropy Day at 


By Sweta Banerjee 

St. Xavier's University Kolkata Alumni 
Association (SXUKAA) celebrated Philan- 
thropy Day on August 23-24, 2024, mar- 
king the 70th birthday of its President, Fr. 
John Felix Raj, SJ. This annual event was to 
honor Fr. Felix Raj's dedication to serving 
humanity. 

This year, Fr. Felix Raj shared his special 
day with the underprivileged children 
from neighbouring villages. Students of 
the Centre for Social Outreach Programme 
(CSOP), under the patronage of the 
Alumni Association, organised a Blood 
Donation Camp and Sishu Mela, featuring 
game stalls, a tattoo corner, magic and 


National Youth Directors Meeting 


puppet shows. The children from the 
villages participated in the mela and 
performed on stage alongside CSOP 
volunteers. A total of 227 units of blood 
were collected during the blood donation 
camp, making it aresounding success. 
SXUKAA felicitated Fr. Felix Raj, and the 
event concluded with a cake-cutting 
ceremony. In a heartfelt speech, Fr. Felix 
Raj expressed his joy and sentiments, 
thanked the SXUKAA, making it a memo- 
rable day for the university community. 

On August 26, Fr. Felix Raj sponsored a 
lunch for 130 inmates of the St. Joseph's 
Old-age home and spent time with the 
aged people during lunch. 
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Celebrating Teachers' Day 
at Infant Jesus Church: 


By Jinia Ghosh 


On the serene morning of September © 
1, 2024, our church family gathered | 
with hearts full of gratitude to 
celebrate a day dedicated to those | 
who have shaped our spiritual 
paths—our cherished teachers. The 
walls of Infant Jesus Church echoed 
with joy, love, and the gentle hum of 
community spirit as we came 
together for a celebration that was 
nothing short of magical. With the 
guiding hand of our devoted Sunday 
School Coordinator, Mr. Raymond St. 
Martin, the event unfolded like a 
beautifully orchestrated symphony. It 
was a day bathed in the blessings of God, 
where every moment felt like a tender 
whisper of grace. As the organizer of this 
special day, I, Jinia Ghosh, had the 
honour of welcoming everyone, and I 
could feel the warmth of our shared 
reverence for those who guide us. The 
presence of our esteemed Parish Priest, 
Father Shyam Charan Mandi, and our 
Co-Pastor, Father Raja, added a sacre- 
dnes to the celebration. Their wisdom 
and support are the bedrock of our 
parish, and their words of blessing 
enveloped us like a comforting embrace. 
Ina gesture of love and appreciation, gifts 
were presented to all our Sunday School 
teachers. It was a small token of the 
immense gratitude we feel for their dedi- 
cation, patience, and the unwavering 
faith they instilled in us. Their teachings 
are the light that illuminates our path, 
and this day was our way of saying, 
"Thank you." The program was brought 
to life by the vibrant performances of our 
talented youth and Sunday School 
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students. Each act, whether a soulful 
song or a graceful dance, was a tribute to 
the spirit of learning and growth that our 
teachers nurture within us. The air was 
filled with the sweet notes of music, the 
rhythm of dancing feet, and the smiles of 
a community united in celebration. As 
the program came to a close, I couldn't 
help but feel a deep sense of fulfilment. 
The day had been everything we hoped 
for and more—a peaceful, joyful 
celebration that honoured our teachers 
in the most heartfelt way. It was a day that 
I, along with everyone who attended, will 
cherish in our hearts. As we departed 
from the church, the spirit of gratitude 
lingered in the air, a reminder of the love 
and respect we hold for our teachers. 
May we carry this spirit with us, not just 
on Teachers’ Day, but every day, as we 
continue to grow and learn under their 
guidance. To our wonderful teachers: 
Thank you for being the guiding stars in 
our lives. 

Your impact is immeasurable, and your 
love is felt in every lesson learned and 
every heart touched. Here's to you, today 
and always. 


and 


Movement Directors Meeting — Ranchi 2024 


By Fr. Chetan Machado 


The 11th National Youth Directors and 
National Youth Movement Coordinators 
Meeting was held at the Social Develop- 
ment Centre, Ranchi, from 21-24 August 
2024. A total of 132 youth directors, youth 
animators, and young leaders partici- 
pated in this meeting organised by the 
National Youth Commission. The meet- 
ing began with a colourful welcome 
ceremony organised by the host region, 
Jhaan on 21st August 2024 at 6 pm. The 
host region welcomed all the youth 
directors in a traditional custom. Fr. 
Augustus, the Regional Youth Secretary, 
welcomed the participants. All the 
dignitaries were invited to light the lamp. 
After the prayer dance, there was a 
traditional Nagpuri dance and welcome 
song performed by the regional youth. Fr. 
Sumit, the diocesan youth director, gave 
guidelines, and Fr. Chetan Machado, 
National Youth Secretary, spoke about the 
journey of NYDM. The programme 
concluded with prayer and a sumptuous 


dinner. 

On 22nd August, the day began with the 
inaugural Eucharist celebrated by Most 
Rev. Vincent Aind, Archbishop of Ranchi. 
Most Rev. Ignatius D'Souza, Most Rev. 
Jayarao Polimera, and Most Rev. Linus 
Pingal Ekka concelebrated along with the 
Regional and Diocesan Youth Secretaries. 
The meeting began with a presidential 
address by the Chairman Bishop, Most 
Rev. Ignatius D'Souza. He stressed the 
strategic plan for the youth commission 
prepared by the CCBI. 


} 


After the presidential address, Most Rev. 
Vincent Aind addressed the participants. 
He welcomed the participants to Ranchi 
and Jhaan Region. 

The afternoon session began with 
animation. The regional secretaries were 
invited to present the best practices in 
their regions. 

In the evening, there was a cultural 
performance organised by the region. 

On 23rd August, the day began with the 
Holy Eucharist celebrated by Most Rev 
Jayarao Polimera, Member Bishop of the 
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Youth Commission at St. Mary's Cathe- 
dral, Ranchi. All the movement coordina- 
tors were asked to present their activities. 
At the end, Most Rev. Jayarao Polimera 
gave closing remarks. He promised to 
take up certain matters with the chair- 
man andthe bishops conference. . 

Fr. Chetan introduced the NEXCOs and 
felicitated regional and diocesan teams. 
Ms. Teresa proposed a vote of thanks. 
Kerala region accepted to host the next 
NYDM in Kerala region. 
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Revisiting the Vatican II Documents 


Ad Gentes: A Holistic Framework 
for Evangelisation 


Part)-5 


VATICAN 
COUNCIL 


I] 


By Sacaria Joseph, SJ 


Introduction. 


The post-World War II era was marked by 
profound global transformations across 
social, political, and cultural realms. In 
response to these changes, the Church 
recognised the need to adapt its mission 
to address the spiritual needs of diverse 
populations in a rapidly globalising 
world. This awareness highlighted the 
importance of engaging in interfaith 
dialogue and developing respect for 
different cultures. 


To guide the Church in this new context, 
the Second Vatican Council produced 
the decree Ad Gentes (To the Nations), 
promulgated by Pope Paul VI in 1965. A 
decree is a formal document outlining 
specific teachings, guidelines, or 
directives for the Catholic Church. Ad 
Gentes not only reaffirmed the Church's 
universal mission to reach all peoples 
and cultures but also provided a 
framework for evangelisation and 
missionary workin the modern world. 


Theological Foundations of Ad 
Gentes 


The Church, constituted by the People of 
God, is called to fulfil the salvific mission 
initiated by Christ. This mission is not a 
human endeavour but a divine initiative 
stemming directly from the actions of 
the Trinity. As a continuation of the work 
of Jesus, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
and rooted in the Father's plan, the 
Church serves as an instrument through 
which God continues to actin the world. 


Ad Gentes is profoundly rooted in this 
fundamental identity and mission. 
Declaring the Church “missionary by her 
very nature,” the decree affirms that the 
Church's mission is intrinsic to its 
identity and purpose. As an integral part 
of God's plan, the Church is called to 
unite humanity in Christ, reconciling all 
with God and one another, ultimately 
achieving the redemption of humanity. 

This missionary nature of the Church, 
entrusted with proclaiming the Gospel 
to all nations, is grounded in the 
understanding of the Church as the 
People of God called to share divine life 
and foster a fraternal community, as 
articulated in Lumen Gentium, the 
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church. 


Missionary Mandate of the 
Church 


The decree asserts the Church's mission 
to evangelise is an intrinsic aspect of its 
nature. Evangelisation is central to its 
existence and purpose, not an optional 
undertaking. Transcending geographical 
and cultural boundaries, this mission 
embraces all peoples, reflecting a 
universal commitment to sharing the 
message of Christ. 


As a continuation of the mission of 
Christ, all members of the Church are 
called to participate actively in evange- 
lisation mission. Evangelisation not as 
an imposition but an invitation to 
discover the love and richness of Christ 
and His Church. The Holy Spirit remains 
the driving force behind evangelisation, 
guiding and empowering believers in 
their witness to Christ. 


Dialogue with Cultures and 
religions 


The missionary enterprise of the Church 
should be undertaken upholding the 
uniqueness and universality of the 
message of Christ while simultaneously 
recognising the richness of diverse 
cultural and religious traditions that can 
contribute to the understanding of the 
Gospel. 


Therefore, Ad Gentes invites the mem- 
bers of the Church to engage in meaning- 
ful dialogue and relationships with 
people of diverse cultures and faiths, 
fostering understanding rather than 
imposing beliefs. The decree encourages 
them to participate fully in the cultural 
and social life of their communities, to 
appreciate different religious traditions, 
and to respectfully discern the seeds of 
the Word present within them. This 
approach cultivates a collaborative 
environment where diverse perspectives 
can coexist and mutually enrich one 
another, promoting respect and 
harmony ina pluralistic world. 


Since genuine dialogue prepares the 
ground for a deeper and more respectful 
exchange of ideas, as well as the procla- 
mation ofthe Gospel, itis an integral part 
of the Church's evangelising mission. 


To effectively engage with people from 
diverse cultures and religions, the 
Church must prioritise ongoing training 
for missionaries. Such training is 
essential for equipping missionaries to 
carry out their mission with respect, 
sensitivity, openness, and adaptability. 
By immersing themselves in local 
cultures, missionaries can develop a 
deeper understanding of customs and 
traditions, enabling them to tailor their 
message for greater resonance within the 
community. 


Collaborative Evangelisation 


Evangelisation is a collaborative effort 
requiring the involvement of all Church 
members - clergy, religious, and laity. 


Each group plays a vital role in the 
Church's missionary work. Building 
strong lay organisations is crucial for 
creating a dynamic and active Church 
community capable of engaging in 
evangelisation on multiple levels. 
Furthermore, the Church should foster 
collaboration with Christians from other 
denominations. This cooperation not 
only enhances the effectiveness of 
missionary efforts but also fosters unity 
within the broader mission of the 
Church. 


Evangelisation and Social 
Justice 


The Gospel message is inherently 
holistic, encompassing spiritual, social, 
and economic dimensions. True evange- 
lisation addresses the entirety of human 
experience, promoting both spiritual 
growth and social justice. Consequently, 
the mission of the Church demands a 
holistic approach that integrates 
spiritual evangelisation with social and 
developmental concerns. A strong 
commitment to social justice and 
integral human development, therefore, 
is essential. Alongside proclaiming the 
Gospel, the Church must actively 
address issues such as poverty, injustice, 
and the inherent dignity of every person. 


Ad Gentes emphasises the paramount 
importance of respecting and upholding 
the inherent dignity of all individuals in 
all missionary endeavours. It encourages 
missionaries to be vocal advocates for 
the rights and dignity of particularly 
vulnerable populations. Furthermore, 
the decree promotes collaboration with 
diverse stakeholders, including local 
communities, other Christian denomi- 
nations, and international organisa- 
tions, to effectively address societal 
challenges. This cooperative spirit is 
crucial for developing sustainable 
solutions. 


Spirituality of the Missionary 


Ad Gentes emphasises a profound 
missionary spirituality rooted in prayer, 
the Eucharist, and the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. These practices sustain 
missionaries and deepen their relation- 
ship with God. These practices sustain 
missionaries, deepening their relation- 
ship with God. Constant seeking of the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit helps in 
ensuring that all missionary endeavours 
align with the will of God. 


Missionaries are called to embody the 
love of Christ in their daily lives. Living a 
life modeled on Christ is crucial for 
building understanding and trust within 
the communities they serve, which 
enhances the effectiveness of their 
evangelisation. Extends beyond the 
concept of evangelisation, the mission of 
the Church has to facilitate a genuine 
encounter with God for both missiona- 
ries and the communities they serve. 
This transformative encounter fosters 
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spiritual growth and community 
development. 


Ecclesial Structures 


A unified approach to missionary 
activities, where bishops, priests, 
religious, and laity work collaboratively, 
can enhance the impact of missionary 
efforts and foster a sense of shared 
responsibility within the Church 
community. 


Effective missionary work requires 
strong ecclesiastical organisational and 
structural support. This includes establi- 
shing networks and agencies that 
facilitate communication, resource 
sharing, and strategic planning among 
different missionary groups and local 
churches. 


Additionally, a systematic approach to 
missionary activities - emphasising 
planning and coordination — is crucial to 
ensure that efforts are well-supported 
and executed efficiently. 


Conclusion 


Ad Gentes, with its holistic approach to 
evangelisation encompassing spiritual, 
social, and economic dimensions, 
remains a powerful influence in our 
complex globalised world. In today's 
pluralistic society marked by diverse 
ideologies and pronounced social 
inequalities, this comprehensive 
framework fosters not only spiritual 
growth but also intercultural dialogue 
and cooperation in addressing global 
challenges like ideological conflicts, 
poverty and injustice. 


The decree's emphasis on the active 
involvement of all Church members in 
mission work, coupled with its encoura- 
gement of strong lay organisations and 
collaborative partnerships, presents a 
vision of an inclusive Church essential 
for effective and sustainable mission. 
This inclusive spirit is furthered by the 
decree's call for adaptability and 
openness to the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, enabling missionaries to effecti- 
vely respond to evolving societal 
challenges. Ad Gentes' emphasis on 
unity and cooperation with other 
Christian denominations and interna- 
tional organisations highlights the need 
for a collaborative approach to global 
issues, offering an ideal model of the 
Church for the modern world. 
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By Myron J Pereira 
Not by actively doing, but by allowing to get 
done, by providing a receptacle, an ambie- 
nce for creativity 

The three most difficult things to design, 
said the German architect, Mies van der 
Rohe, area chair, astair, anda public square. 
Having sat in chairs of every variety all my 
life, climbed stairs of every description, and 
observed the sad decline of public spaces in 
urban India, Ican heartily agree. 

Furniture, buildings, city grids — each of 
these is an attempt to use space to commu- 
nicate. Yes, space communicates, as much 
as words, sounds, and images. Perhaps 
more, in ways we often take for granted. 
Physical space 

At one level communicative spaces are 
physical spaces created by architects, city 
planners, landscape designers, and others 
with the purpose of providing settings for 
people to interact. 

Such settings and locations make specific 
assumptions about people's needs. They 
are culture-bound and have a symbolic 
dimension. 

An Indian bazaar and an American super- 
market are both places where people go to 
buy food, but there is absolutely no 
comparison between the noisy, odiferous 
ambiance of the one and the pastel-toned, 
squeaky-cleanliness of the other. 

Religious architecture, for example provides 
real and symbolic spaces for people's 
communal worship of God and interaction 
with each other. 

Churches, mosques, and temples thus have 
a specific function, and express a particular 
cultural tradition. A sacred grove, a belfry, a 
rock garden, a dome a colonnade — each 
architectural expression molds space to a 
dynamic peculiar to itself. 

In his study, The New Landscape, architect 
Charles Correa observes that urban living 
involves much more than the occupancy of 
aset of rooms. The room, the cell is only one 
component ina whole system of spaces that 
people use. And this system is hierarchical. 
In India, for example, Correa argues there 
are four levels of spaces. Firstly, the space 
needed by the family for its exclusive use, 
such as cooking, sleeping, storage, and so 
forth. 

Secondly, the areas of intimate familial 
contact, such as the front doorstep where 
the children play, and where you chat with 
your neighbor. Both these areas of 
“communicative space” are private and 
restricted. They are a kind of “womanspace” 
to which strangers have no access. 

At a third level are the neighborhood 


space communicate? 


aE 


WS 
meeting places, the village well, or the 
friendly paan shop where you become part 
of your community. 
Finally, the principal urban area, the 
“manspace” — the maidan, the riverside 
ghat, and the public forum. These are not 
for unaccompanied women or children. 
All public spaces reveal a hierarchical order, 
the struggle to seize the “high ground.” 
In medieval cities, ethnicity and caste were 
determining factors; in modern cities, the 
battle is between pedestrians and 
motorists, between the urban middle-class 
ensconced in their tidy cottages or their 
‘gated commu-nities,' and the migrants 
dwelling in slums and basties, between 
avaricious builders and the ecologically 
aware. 
Communicative space is related to power. 
Psychic space 
At another level, communicative space is 
spiritual, or psychic, ifyou will. Itis “in here” 
at the very same time as itis “out there.” 
Space is to the eye what the pause is to the 
ear — the background which allows us to 
focus. It is more than visual; however, it is 
tactile as well. 
Space is for touching, caressing, intruding, 
and possessing. In this sense, space is 
defined by closure — or more precisely, by 
enclosure. We build walls, rooms, and 
bridges, not as solids but as hollows, to 
enclose what we would like to possess. To 
keep “the other” out. To reach out and draw 
within. To create a sense of belonging, and 
ownership. To deepen a way of understa- 
nding. 
In this sense, everyone has a personal space 
that needs to be acknowledged and respe- 
cted. The sharper one's sense of individua- 
lity, the larger one's personal space. 
How does such space communicate? Not by 
actively doing, but by allowing to get done, 
by providing a receptacle, an ambiance for 
creativity. Most of the time we are hectic 
doers, never at rest until every deed is done, 
and every place is filled. 
It takes a while to realize that in human 
communication, listening is more impor- 
tant than speaking, receiving than giving, 
spacing out than filling in. This is the 
interval of rest, the emptiness, and the 
silence filled with good vibrations. 
Spiritual writers call it “the place of the 
heart.” 
“Any fool knows the difference between 
wise talk and silly chatter,” goes the Zen 
saying, “but only the Master knows the 
difference between wise silence and foolish 
silence.” 
Communicative space is the area of friend- 
ship, intimacy, and prayer. 
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Women embracing 'Synodality' 


By Sr. Inigo 


Introduction: Usually I pose this 
question to the participants who 
attend the seminars conducted by me: 
“What is the first word Jesus uttered 
after Resurrection?” Invariably, the 
answer will be: “Peace be with you”. 
Laughingly, I tell them how come I 
don't find these words in the copy of 
the Bible I have, though we have the 
same edition. In fact, the first word of 
Risen Christ is: “Woman”! (Jn. 20:15). 
Sadly, no preacher ever 
speaks of this from the pulpit. 
The first apparition of Jesus, 
after resurrection, is to a 
woman — “Mary Magdalene” 
(Mk. 16:9). The very first 
concern of Risen Christ is: 
“Woman, why are you 
weeping?” (Jn. 20:15). Startlingly, the 
first missionary sent by Risen Christ isa 
woman (Mk. 16:10). 

God created human beings. They were 
created male and female, in God's own 
likeness and image (Gen. 1:26-27). 
Having formed the man from the soil, 
God breathed life-giving breath into 
his nostrils (Gen. 2:7) and brought him 
to life. God allowed a deep sleep to 
come over man so that He could 
fashion a woman, leisurely and 
perfectly. Man had no role to playin the 
fashioning of the woman, except for 
the rib taken from him. The woman 
was fashioned solely with God's 
creativity (Gen. 2:21-22). Women are 
made strong and, yet, delicate and 
fragile. As if to say, “Regard her as your 
other-half and treat her well. Ifyou ever 
try to crush her, you would end up 
injuring yourself; you would be 
damaging your own heart and lungs.” 
From the very beginning, humanity is 
made up of both males and females. 
Hence, human existence is rooted in 
male-female relationship. Therefore, 
male or female can never be complete 
without the other! Today, we not only 
merely dwell upon complementarities 
of the sexes, but also of reciprocity. It is 
this reciprocal interaction that 
humanizes sex. Whether a woman can 
do whatever a man can do, and vice 
versa, may be debated endlessly. But 
the truth is they both are called to 
reciprocity and mutuality and have to 
work together as partners in order to 
complete and complement each other. 
We become more human when we 
interact unreservedly with one another 
and by empowering one other. Let us 
remember: A bird can never fly with 
just one wing. 

Inclusiveness 

God's language is inclusive and all- 
encompassing. The language of the 
female is also inclusive: HE is included 
in SHE, MALE is included in FEMALE, 
MAN is included in WOMAN and 
ADAM is included in MADAM. This is 
Biblical spirituality. In the beginning 
women were thought as weaker sex; 
later they were considered as opposite 
sex; and then gradually they came to be 
regarded as complementary sex. Today 
women are deemed as equals because 
of the reciprocity! 

We need each other. We need to 


reciprocate with one another without 
limitations or constraints. 
Competition and comparison have no 
place in this reciprocity. All human 
beings must be conscious of their 
cosmic kinship. We should constantly 
remind ourselves that our origins are 
from that single source; the one and 
only source. 

Gender equality is God's original 
intention and plan 

Therefore, empowerment of women is 
not against men. It does not 
aim at replacing Patriarchy 
with Matriarchy. Rather, it 
aims at humanization of 
persons and the society in 
general. Let us not be wron- 
gly influenced by the Greek 
philosophy of Dualism, 
which divided every reality 
into two. 

Feminism is not a woman question. It 
is ahuman question, a moral question 
and a spiritual question, which strives 
to unravel God, who is both male and 
female. Let not the struggle toempo- 
wer women be narrowed to mean 
women's liberation, women's move- 
ment, a fight to ascertain women's 
rights or preeminence. Such a perspe- 
ctive would not only be ruinous and 
erroneous but also fundamentally 
flawed. It is not a struggle for, by and of 
women alone but the entire humanity. 
Women's struggle here is directed 
against the system and the societal 
structure, not against men. If women 
are not empowered, men will 
perennially remain disempowered. 
Competitive spirit and prejudicial 
mind set would only take us backward. 
Let all men and women work together 
with sincerity in establishing a “New 
Society,” wherein each one explores 
the unique gifts that God has bestowed 
on them and cooperates with each 
other to augment those god given gifts. 
And thus succeed in creating a new 
world order. 

As envisaged by the Conference of 
Indian Women Religious (CRD in 1991, 
“A paradigm shift has to take place in 
our awareness: From being inward 
looking women, withdrawn from the 
world, to women with a global vision 
for a prophetic mission; from being an 
appendix-daughter of a colonial- 
mother to being God's loveable daugh- 
ter ofand for our world.” 

As opposed to men's physical strength, 
women's subtle inner strength was 
God's gift to humanity. Alas! Man has 
delighted in enslaving women; and 
women, regrettably, have chosen to 
remain willing slaves. Sadly, the slaves 
and their masters have formed a 
powerful cartel in perpetuating this 
most despicable crime against 
humanity. Women, who associated 
with Jesus, were empowered women; 
they collaborated with Jesus and in His 
mission as equals. There is not a single 
negative statement made by Jesus 
about women. Along with His male 
disciples, many women accompanied 
Jesus during His public ministry; but, 
unlike men, they stood by Him till the 
very end. 
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_... A Brief History of 
Church in Bengal 


Part-2 


THE SPIRIT AND 


SPIRITUALITY OF SAINT 
TERESA OF KOLKATA 


Br. Varghese Kunnath 


THE WHOLE HEARTED 
FIAT OF MOTHER THERESA 
Jesus asked, Sr. Teresa to found 
Missionaries of Charity Sisters’ 
congregation on 10th September 
1946 and the Missionaries of 
Charity Brothers on March 
25,1963. Primarily to quench His 
unsatiable thirst of love for souls 
especially the poorest of the poor. 
She responded to this call with the 
spirit of loving trust, total surren- 
der and cheerfulness with all her 
mind, body, heart and strength. 
She like Saint Paul, kept her faith, 
ran the race and willingly embra- 
ced death and passed on to the 
heavenly realms on September, 
5,1997. 

She taught us how to live the spirit 
of the gospel in a joyful manner. 
How to be a missionary of ‘faith, 
hope and above all love’. Mother was a 
living commentary of the gospel and 
taught us the ways to make our lives 
‘something beautiful for God’. 

The sacredness of her energy and 
enthusiastic way of life sprouted forth 
from the ability to; seeing the Eucharist 
and the poor inseparably. Washing of 
the feet of the poor and sharing the meal 
of the Lord went symmetrically in her 
life. She believed that; “The one who 
said, this is my body is the same one who 
said, I was hungry you gave me to eat. 
Mother's graceful eagerness to receive 
and share Jesus with others came from 
maternal patronage of Mary the mother 
of Jesus — Mother of the poor. It was 
Mary who received the ‘first holy 
communion’ in her womb and went in 
eagerness to share the joy of having 
Jesus with others through humble 
service. Saint Teresa lived her life as if 'it 
was her first day, only day and last day'- 
spreading the love of God everywhere 
she went. So that no one ever left her 
without being happier. 

Mother lived with deep faith in the 
promises of the Lord and all that she did 
was entirely Christ-centric and theocra- 
tic. Every action of her was moved by 
great compassion, love, simplicity and 
humility. Her resilience and courage in 
adversity was drawn from the deep wells 
of joy that emanated from the Holy 
Spirit. She always insisted that her 
sisters and brothers should be people of 
joyful spirit, cheerful service, whole 
heartedly committed, rooted in the Lord 
and our Lady in order that we can leada 
strong ethical and moral character of 
life and integrity. The integrity of her life 
was the fruit of her strong adherence to 
three evangelical counsels of poverty, 
chastity and obedience. She considered 
and loved poverty as her dowry. 


Her single-minded purpose of life on 
earth was to live the gospel — imitating 
Christ - through servanthood, by 
offering hope and building-up a 
civilization of God's love. In this ever- 
darkening mind-set of pessimism and 
fear she was a beacon of hope that 
offered people opportunities of salva- 
tion and sanctification. Mother 
consistently sought spiritual qualifica- 
tions to become a better human being 
and disciple of Christ. Teresa of Kolkata 
ever encouraged her members to equip 
themselves in service through civil 
qualifications and above all in spiritual 
mastery of oneself. It is notable that at 
the beginning stages of her work she not 
only went to Patna to be trained in 
medical expertise she also sent few 
sisters to pursue MBBS and a good 
number of sisters went to Rome and Goa 
to do their degrees in theology. 

Mother never entertained ‘ignorance is 
bliss' but rather was up to date with the 
happenings of the world. She knew too 
well that she is in the world but not of 
the world yet needed the temporal 
knowledge to tackle the ever-growing 
obstacles created by sinister civil lega- 
lities particularly aimed at stemm-ing 
the spread of the kingdom. People of 
high ranking and qualifications from all 
parts of the world sought to be part her 
mission of love. The important qualifi- 
cation she looked in her followers were; 
deep faith, — the ability to live not by 
sight — intimacy with God, commit- 
ment to the evangelical counsels, desire 
for holiness, ability to radiate Christ's 
love and dedication to the mission. She 
often quoted and reiterated the wisdom 
of Vat II council that, 'holiness is not the 
luxury of the few but a simple duty of 
everyone’, that all are called to holiness 
without distinctions. 


By Francis Sunil Rosario 
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4, Bengali Catholic Population: 

The immigrant of Bangladesh in West 
Bengal. 

The Church grew significantly during 
those over four hundred years. Both 
Bengal units (West Bengal and Bangla- 
desh) itself had a wide coverage, and other 
parts of North Eastern region. Politically, 
Bengal suffered the effects of partition 
through the years 1905 and 1947. 

Even though Bengal was divided in 1905, 
the Bengali Catholic community, as small 
as 0.2 percent of the total population, was 
spread over West Bengal and East Bengal 
(presently called Bangladesh). 

In 1947, when India was divided, the 
Muslim dominated East Bengal was 
separated and became East Pakistan as the 
eastern wing of Pakistan and later in 1971 - 
- after the Liberation War — it became an 
independent country of Bangladesh. 

The history of the Church in Bengal 
although historically had a common 
beginning under the Padroado Mission, 
after the partition of Bengal in 1947, it took 
separate turn. The Church in West Bengal 
was governed by the Jesuits and 
East Pakistan, later on in 1971, 
Bangladesh under the Holy 
Cross Missionaries (CSC). 

Many Bengali Catholic families, 
that were settled in West Bengal 
before 1947, had to readjust 
their settlement by remaining in 
West Bengal or going back to 
East Pakistan (Bangladesh). Most of them 
preferred to remain in West Bengal. Thus, 
the Catholic community in West Bengal 
grew out of different geographical 
situation, with specific culture of the 
region and influence. 

The main pockets of Bengali Catholic 
community in present Bangladesh, I 
would consider, were: Atharogram Region 
(18 Villages) of the Greater Dhaka District, 
Bhawal Region (of the Greater Dhaka 
District) and Barisal. Each of these areas 
had their own cultural identity. Most of 
those who were converted to Christianity 
to Roman Catholicism were due to 
Portuguese influence since 1599, with 
establishment of the churches both in 
West Bengal (Bandel in Hooghly) and 
Bangladesh (Padroado base at Chitta- 
gong). The other Bengali Catholics were 
spread over other parts of Bangladesh: 
Chittagong, Noakhali, Sripur, Old Jessore 
(also called Iswaripur or Dhumghat) etc. 
Chittagong was the centre of Portuguese 
trade and commerce in East Bengal. 

A small Luso (Portuguese) and Luso- 
Bengali community was concentrated in 
this port city of Bangladesh. 

5. Bengal Divided and the Fate of 
Bengali Catholic Community 

5.1. Bengali Christian Community in 
Bengal 

The partition in 1947, was an emotional 
blow to the Bengali Christian Community, 
especially for those who came to Kolkata 
and other places for jobs. For them it was 
losing a homeland. Some returned back to 
their homeland, now Bangladesh and the 
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neighboring rural areas, (Spread out in the 
three dioceses of Bengal mainly, i.e. 
Kolkata, Krishnagar and Baruipur) and in 
other towns and cities of India. The faith 
that was brought by the Bangladeshi 
Bengalis to Kolkata and other places was 
the strongest factor in sustaining life and 
facing many new challenges then. For 
them it was very much an emotional 
attachment to their ancestor's home in 
Bangladesh. 

In my childhood days, I heard stories of 
Bangladesh, the stories of village life, the 
many relations who live there, some 
relations settled in Kolkata and Krishna- 
gar/Habibpur/ Taherpur etc. from my 
parents, who were settled in Ranchi for the 
above reasons. The faith that was brought 
by the Bangladeshi Bengali Community to 
Kolkata and other places was the strongest 
factor in sustaining life and facing many 
day-to-day challenges. 

(Bishop Linus Gomes born and brought up 
in the village of 18 gram (Boro Golla), 
trained by the Missionaries of Holy Cross 
at Bandura, had gone back to Bangladesh, 
after serving the Chruch in Kolkata as PP of 
St. Teresa's Church for nearly 18 years and 
after his retirement as Bishop of 
Baruipur serving the diocese for 
nearly 20 years). He returned to 
Kolkata to his Jesuit Residence, St. 
Xavier's, where he breathed his 
last at his 100th year of birth.) 

Late Bishop Joseph Suren Gomes, 
SDB was also an immigrant from 
Bangladesh, Ikrasi village of 
present Bangladesh. 

Present Bishop of Krishnanagar, Bishop 
Nirmol Vincent Gomes, SDB, though 
originally from Ranaghat, his family were 
immigrants from Bangladesh, Puran 
Tuital, 18 gram in present Bangladesh. 

5.2. Bengali Catholics in Atharogram, 
Bhawal and Barisal 

The Bengali Catholic community in West 
Bengal can be classified into three catego- 
ries according to the cultural traditions 
they hold. A large number of Bengali 
Catholics are the migrants from present 
Bangladesh. Their roots are still in Bangla- 
desh, mainly in the regions of Atharogram, 
Bhawal, and Barisal. Even before the 
partition, they came to Kolkata in search of 
jobs and education of the children. When 
the signs of eventual partition was, 
looming high in Bengal, those migrants 
who had job securities and better future 
prospects, preferred to settle down in 
India. At the time of Independence, India 
had better future for the children through 
education and various job opportunities 
in Railways and other Govt. offices. Thus, 
the immigrants from East Bengal settled in 
Taltolla and Creek Lane area of Kolkata, 
Keorapukur, Thakurpukur, Kallyanpur, in 
the district of South 24-Parganas, Thakur- 
nagar in the North 24-parganas, Dumdum 
Cantonment, Hobibpur, Krishnanagar, 
Ranaghat, Taherpur in the district of 
Nadia. Some preferred to move out to 
Delhi, Mumbai, Pune and other cities of 
India. Many of them joined the hospitality 
sector for jobs and when the doors opened 
to go to Middle East, they preferred to go 
overseas for better remunerations and to 


majority settled down in Kolkataand other jmprove their living conditions. 
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New study claims bloodstains on Shroud of 


Turin consistent with torture of Christ 


By Tyler Arnold 


A new study from an Italian researcher 
that analyzes the blood on the Shroud of 
Turin argues that the stains are consi- 
stent with the torture and crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ as describedin the Gospels. 
Giulio Fanti— a professor of mechanical 
and thermal measurements at the 
University of Padua — claims that a 
macroscopic and microscopic analysis 
of the bloodstains accurately reflects 
“the physical conditions relating to 
Jesus Christ” that are “consistent with 
the description of Jesus Christ in the 
holy Bible and, in particular, within the 
four canonical Gospels.” 

Fanti has authored more than 50 studies 
on the Shroud of Turin and has publi- 
shed books on the subject as well. The 
shroud, a burial cloth that many believe 
was used to wrap the body of Christ after 
his death on the cross, has been the 
subject of significant academic debate 
in the past few decades, with some 
defending its authenticity and others 
asserting that itis amedieval forgery. 
The shroud is imprinted with the body 
and face of a man wearing a crown of 
thorns and is covered in bloodstains. It is 
held in the Chapel of the Holy Shroud in 
Turin, Italy, where many Catholics 
venerate it as a holy relic of Christ's 
crucifixion. The Vatican does not have 
an official position on its authenticity. 
According to Fanti's study, the blood- 
stains on the side and the front of the 
shroud show blood flowing in three 
different directions: vertical with the 
body in an upright position, inclined ata 
45-degree angle, and horizontal with the 
corpse resting on its side. Fonti asserts 
that “the single rivulets show a sudden 
change of their direction; it is probable 
that the blood ows streamed when the 
corpse was moved.” 

The study adds that the three distinct 
colors of blood suggest three “different 
types of blood,” which are “postmortem 
blood leakage” from moving the body, 
the less evident ones that appear to be 
“premortem bloodstains” that likely 
occurred “when Jesus was still nailed to 
the cross,” and “leaks of blood serum.” It 
adds that the stains appear to show 
scourge marks consistent with the 
scourging at the pillar and that the 
quantity of blood matches the amount 
of blood that would have resulted from 
the wounds described in the Gospels. 
Pope Francis with the Shroud of Turin in 
the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, 
Turin, Italy, on June 21,2015. 
Additionally, nanoparticles found in the 
blood “recognized as creatinine” are 
consistent with “the very heavy torture 
suffered by Jesus,” according to the 
study. It adds that “the high level of urea 
hypothesized” in some of the blood 
“implies renal ... malfunction or block- 
age, which is a condition compatible 
with intense flagellation ... in the area of 
the kidneys, causing microcytic anemia.” 
“This microcytic anemia, also increased 
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by prolonged fasting, suggests the 
extreme diflculties Jesus had in exchan- 
ging oxygen, which most likely resulted 
in extremely labored breathing,” the 
study continues. 

“Jesus had to heavily increase his brea- 
thing,” the study adds, “and, conseque- 
ntly, increase the frequency of his 
heartbeats, which prompted a heart 
attack as the main cause ofhis death.” 
Father Robert Spitzer, a Jesuit priest and 
president of the Magis Center of Reason 
and Faith, told CNA that “all of these 
indications sfound in Fanti's studyt 
coincide with the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ.” Spitzer has been a strong 
supporter of the authenticity of the 
Shroud of Turin. Father Robert J. Spitzer, 
SJ, is among the experts featured in the 
documentary "The Shroud: Face to 
Face," released in late 2023. 

Spitzer said that the creatinine in the 
blood “generally indicates a heavy 
polytrauma ssevere injuries in multiple 
locationst,” adding that “the blood 
came from a person who had undergone 
tremendous heavy polytrauma.” 

“The man certainly was struggling to 
breathe sas wellt,” Spitzer said, citing 
the findings in the study. “He had 
undergone real tortures. ...You can tell 
that he lost a tremendous amount of 
blood ... especially from the whipping 
—the scourging that he received.” 
According to Spitzer, the blood evidence 
points to the “unique crucifixion ofJesus 
on the cross.” In defending the authen- 
ticity of the shroud, he said “a medieval 
forger” could not have possibly antici- 
pated 21st-century scientific studies of 
the cloth: “sHet certainly would not 


who experienced a heavy polytrauma.” 
Spitzer referenced other recent studies 
to defend the authenticity of the Shroud 
of Turin, particularly the 2022 wide- 
angle X-ray scattering analysis publi- 
shed by Italian researchers at the 
National Research Council in Bari. The 
team of researchers was led by Liberato 
De Caro. 

The study used wide-angle X-ray scatte- 
ring to examine the natural aging of 
cellulose in a sample of the Shroud of 
Turin, which determined that the age of 
the fabric should be about 2,000 years 
old — consistent with the period in 
which Christ died. The findings 
conflicted with a famous 1988 carbon 
dating study, which placed the age of the 
Shroud of Turin in the 13th or 14th 
century. 

Spitzer told CNA that the X-ray scatte- 
ring is “a really ideal dating test” and 
that it “really adds a credibility to the 
other data that has been garnered.” He 
also referenced studies that analyze 
pollen DNA, saying the Shroud of Turin 
“had to be in the open air for ... three to 
four centuries at least” in the area of 
northern Judea and Jerusalem to 
account for the pollen from indigenous 
plants. 

Additionally, Spitzer criticized the 1988 
carbon dating study as unreliable, 
alleging contamination can affect 
carbon dating and that the researchers 
only took material from a small portion 
of the shroud rather than taking 
multiple samples from different parts of 
the shroud. He noted that the Shroud of 
Turin was damaged in a fire in the 1500s 
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and repaired with material from that era 
and asserted that the fabric used in the 
carbon dating study “definitely is not 
the same as the linen cloth that the rest 
of the shroud is made of” but instead 
fabric added during the repair in the 
Middle Ages. 

Despite the public debate about its 
authenticity, the Shroud of Turin 
continues to attract pilgrims from 
around the world and remains the 
subject of public interest. 

The shroud was honored at the National 
Eucharistic Congress just last month at 
the Indiana Convention Center in 
Indianapolis with a 14-foot replica anda 
high-tech educational exhibit. 

The shroud also reentered the public 
spotlight last week when the New York 
Post published an image created with 
artificial intelligence meant to recreate 
the face of Jesus Christ based on the 
imprint on the Shroud of Turin. In 2022, 
the Museum of the Bible in Washington, 
D.C., hosted an exhibit on the Shroud of 
Turin for five months. 


Thanksgiving to St. Anthony of 
Padua, the wonder worker, for 
miraculous favours received 
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The Jubilee Prayer 


Father in heaven, 

may the faith you have given us 

in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother, 
and the flame of charity enkindled 

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
reawaken in us the blessed hope 

for the coming of your Kingdom. 


May your grace transform us 

into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. 

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the 
whole cosmos 

in the sure expectation 

of a new heaven and a new earth, 

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished, 

your glory will shine eternally. 


May the grace of the Jubilee 

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, 

a yearning for the treasures of heaven. 
May that same grace spread 

the joy and peace of our Redeemer 
throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed, 

be glory and praise for ever. 


Amen 
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CUSTOMISED BIRTHDAY CAKES 


SAL DAN HA 


SPECIALITY WEDDING SLICES: Dummy Wedding 

Baptism and First Holy Communion Cakes, Rich Plum, Walnut Plain, 
Cup Cakes, Coconut ,Apple tart, Chocolate mudpie, 
SANDWICHES: Cheese, Egg, Vegetables, Chicken Mayonnaise, and 


Lemon Drops, Brownies,Lemon meringue pie 
QUICHE,PATTIES: Cern, Cheese Puff, Vegetable, Chicken 
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| SISTER CONCERN | 


MARINA PUBLICATIONS PVT. LTD. 


£ducationdl Publishers 


A perfect family car, excellent condition, owner driven, power 
steering, power operated windows, new tyres and battery, fitting 
with LCD Player with surround music system and powerful AC, 
tax paid till 2027 with valid Insurance & maintained 
by Honda Service only. 


Interested parties to contact: 8017924239 


MATRIMONIAL 


Wanted groom for convent educated 
post-graduate christian (RC) bride, 29yrs. 
Working in SBI. 
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